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SUB J : THE TRANSITION: THE COMMANDER OF THE BUNKER SPEAKS 

1. THE 34TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ENTRY INTO COMBAT OF THE 
BLUE DIVISION, THAT VOLUNTEER UNIT OF THE SPANISH ARMY 
WHICH FOUGHT IN WORLD WAR II WITH THE NAZI ARMY ON THE 
RUSSIAN FRONT, WAS MARKED BY A SPEECH BY JOSE ANTONIO 
GIRON, PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF VETERANS 
AND NATIONAL COUNSELOR OF THE MOVIMIENTO AND BY COMMON 
CONSENT THE LEADER OF THE "BUNKER ', THOSE WHO WANT 
FRANQUISMO AFTER FRANCO. THIS IS THE FIRST TIME IN 

RECENT MEMORY THAT THIS PECULIAR ANNIVERSARY HAS BEEN SO 
MARKED OUT. 

2. GIRON WARNED THAT SPAIN HAS ENTERED INTO A 
DANGEROUS MOMENT OF TRANSITION ALL TOO LIKE THAT 
OF THE PRE-CIVIL WAR ERA AND AGAINST REPETITION 

OF THE POLITICAL FRAGMENTATION WHICH BROUGHT ON THE 
CIVIL WAR. JULY 18, 1936 MADE "POSSIBLE POLITICAL UNITY 
WHILE RESPECTING A PLURALITY OF SENTIMENTS, BELIEFS 
AND INDIVIDUAL INTERPRETATIONS . .NO ONE OPPOSES THE 
MANIFESTATION OF THESE INTERPRETATIONS IN THE BOSOM OF 
THE MOVEMENT" SO LONG AS THEY ARE ACCOMPANIED BY ABSOLUTE 
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THE REGIME." POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS ARE PERMISSIBLE. 
POLITICAL PARTIES ARE NOT. POLITICAL PARTIES DIVIDE; 
POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS UNITE. BY ADHERING TO THE 
"ORDERED EVOLUTION" OF THE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS OF THE 
REGIME AND BY IGNORING THE INTERNATIONAL CLAMOR WHICH 
IS, AS ALWAYS, ANTI-SPAIN, SPANIARDS WILL PASS THROUGH 
THE PRESENT CRISIS WITH "EQUILIBRIUM AND SERENITY," 
(VIRTURS NOTICEABLY ABSENT FROM GIRON'S SPEECH). 

3. XENOPHOBIA AND THE INTOLERANCE OF DISSENT ARE GIRON'S 
PRINCIPAL THEMES. (HE EVEN EQUATES TERRORISM WITH THE 
EXISTENCE OF PERIODICALS OPPOSED TO THE REGIME.) GIRON 
ALSO STATED THAT THE CIVIL WAR WAS FOUGHT FOR SOCIAL 
JUSTICE. GIRON, WHO IS RATHER WEALTHY, CALLS FOR AN END 
TO THE PRIVILEGED DISTRIBUTION OF POWER AMONG THE FEW. 

4. IN EFFECT, GIRON SEES THE PRESENT SITUATION OF SPAIN 
IN TERMS OF THE PAST. HE REJECTS SEPARATISM JUST AS HE 
REJECTS POLITICAL PARTIES AND HE SEES THE PRINCE 
ONLY AS THE HEIR OF FRANCO. BUT HE ALSO BELIEVES THAT 
THE PRINCIPLES OF JULY 18 HAVE NOT BEEN FULLY IMPLE- 
MENTED, EVEN, PERHAPS, THAT IN THEIR SOCIAL IMPACT 
THEY HAVE BEEN IN SOME MEASURE BETRAYED. IN THIS 
FASHION HE IS A THORN FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT, WHICH HE 
SEES AS WEAK-KNEED AND AVARICIOUS, JUST AS HE IS A 
SYMBOL OF 40 YEARS REPRESSION FOR THE OPPOSITION. 

5. GIRON REPRESENTS A SINGULAR SPANISH PHENOMENON, 

THE IMPORTANT MINORITY OF THE GENUINE FALANGISTS. TO 
THEM CHANGE IS SUSPECT, AND THERE CAN BE NO COMPROMISE 
ON THE PRINCIPLES OF THE REGIME. THEY PLAYED A MAJOR 
ROLE IN BRINGING TO A HALT ARIAS' LIMITED APERTURISMO. 
EVEN WITH FRANCO GONE, THEY WILL BE AN OBSTACLE TO ANY 
EVOLUTION TOWARD PLURALISM. 

STABLER 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, COMMEMORATIVE CELEBRATIONS, SPEECHES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 NOV 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MADRID08106 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750402-0633 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 975/newtext/tl 9751 133/aaaabdbi. tel 

Line Count: 96 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 JUN 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <22 OCT 2003 by buchantr> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE TRANSITION: THE COMMANDER OF THE BUNKER SPEAKS 
TAGS: PINT, SP, (GIRON, JOSE ANTONIO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




